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Brazil's Digital Culture Promotion Policy
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Amidst the attention focused on the BRICs as promising markets, more attention is focused on the
Brazilian economy. With the background of a leap in the information and communication fields, IT
promotion is being actively expanded as a tool for democratization in Brazil, and the government-led
digital culture promotion policy is under way.

Minister of Culture Gilberto Gil, who is promoting it, is the active musician representing the Brazilian
music circle, and one of the digital promotion advocates, and a self-proclaimed hacker. Gilberto Gil
assumed the position of the Minister of Culture under the first cabinet of the Lula administration
formed in 2003, setting up the “Cultura Viva (Living Culture)”, a culture policy project. Its outline is
to link the “Pontos de Cultura (Culture Points)” that are nationwide culture creation points, or more
specifically, culture production points, into an organic network, and to assist cultural activities that
are based on the local community. Until now, there has been a problem of extreme concentration of
the Brazilian domestic cultural industry into Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, but there are efforts to
practice Brazilian-type democracy through correction of such current bipolar concentration, and
civic participation in cultural activities. The foundation that supports the creative activities at the
Culture Points is free software, open source, and Creative Commons licenses. Concerning the
Creative Commons that aims for flexible management of copyright; the Ministry of Culture playing
the role of organizer, the largest domestic record company assisting it, and other such
characteristic activities can be observed. Also, under the circumstances, the CGM site is
established, aiming at the Brazilian-type Web 2.0.

In this article, we will focus on and report the latest developments of the Brazilian cultural policy
and digital culture promotion policy, which have never come to attention so far.
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