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Trends in the Biodiversity Policies of the Union of Kansai Governments
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Having benefited from natural ecosystem services, unigue and rich cultures and landscapes have been locally inherited from one
generation to another. Recent years, however, have seen imminent crises in indigenous biodiversity (or vibrant activities and
connections of living things). For our continued survival, we must strive to stop these crises and maintain and improve ecosystem
services.

The Union of Kansai Governments proposes “a society based on harmonious coexistence of human and nature, where people feel
close ties with the benefits of biodiversity” as an ideal to be achieved by 2030. In this context, the Union has designated “Areas
with Valuable Nature in Kansai Region” based on shared databases on biodiversity, irrespective of the geographical borders of local
governments. The Areas selected are publicized through user-friendly maps and on the Union’s website. In addition, since available
data on ecosystem services were usually not conveniently designed for environmental policy-making, the Union has selected some
indices on ecosystem services from four categories (i.e., stock, supply, demand, and management indices) and have calculated and
visualized these indices to facilitate introduction of the ecosystem service concept into environmental policies in individual local
governments. The Union has also devised measures for population control of both indigenous and non-indigenous animals, including
publication of control manuals for the raccoon and nutria.

It is necessary that local governments and various other stakeholders make further efforts to protect biodiversity by utilizing the
fruits of the Union’s efforts. In doing so, it is expected that the ecosystem services derived from well-managed biodiversity will be
maintained and improved, and that a society based on the harmonious coexistence of humans and nature could be realized, enabling
us to enjoy good ecosystem services for many generations to come.
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