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Land use in consideration of biodiversity in cities promoted by companies
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Osaka Gas Group has set as a goal to fulfill its corporate social responsibility as an energy
company responsible for relevant infrastructure and achieve sustainable growth together with
society, and so it has striven to understand the relation between its business activities and
biodiversity and to conduct business activities in a way that considers the importance of reducing
negative impacts on biodiversity and how to utilize the benefits of biodiversity in a sustainable
manner.

This paper describes how the company’s effort to increase green spaces, efforts that started at its
gas production sites in the 1970s aiming to create a landscape in harmony with the surrounding
area, has transformed into efforts to protect biodiversity. This paper also presents concrete
examples of the efforts (and their effects) at production sites. These efforts are based on a
biodiversity-conscious approach to green-space management and on advice and instructions given
by experts. In addition, this paper discusses examples of relevant activities overseen by company
offices beyond only production sites: environmental education programs, research on new lifestyles,
and the work that led to the Group’s winning of the Good Design Award.

Lastly, this paper discusses the importance of companies collaborating and communicating with
various stakeholders in making sustained efforts related to biodiversity, and outlines challenges
that companies may face in doing so.
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