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Mechanisms for Continuing Maintenance and Utilization of Biodiversity on Agricultural Land
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Consideration of the role of agricultural land is essential to maintaining biodiversity in Japan. The
maintenance of biodiversity on agricultural land requires mechanisms through which (1) consumers
recognize the value of the land producing agricultural products, not only the products; (2) producers
maintain the land; and (3) producers’ efforts to prevent depletion of products (resources) are
reflected in prices. Tokushima Prefecture is now preparing to give an incentive to farmers by
providing value to their efforts to properly manage resources through a certification program. The
prefecture is trying to make this value visible to consumers by product distribution mechanisms
with the intent that producers will be compensated for such efforts. Civic association members and
distributors of agricultural products, who together constitute the Tokushima Council for Promoting
Biodiversity-Related Activities, are currently creating certification standards. The Tokushima
prefectural government is internally preparing to institutionalize and administer the certification
process devised by the Council and readying for the governor to issue certificates. Additionally,
it will be necessary in the coming years to coordinate the policies of Tokushima Prefecture with
activities conducted by companies in a way that incorporates the Sustainable Development
Goals, as well as the actions of Shiga Prefecture and the other members of the Union of Kansai
Governments.
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