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Promoting Biodiversity Awareness on the Basis of Cultural Diversity
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Making biodiversity a mainstream issue is difficult if only those people in biology and environmental studies talk about the value of
biodiversity. It is important that people who engage in traditional cultural activities understand and discuss the deep connections
between culture and biodiversity. With regard to cultural diversity, UNESCO has been leading international efforts, including securing
the adoption of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. Cultural diversity is
recognized as being closely linked with biodiversity, and research related to this has advanced. In the traditional culture of Japan,
and particularly especially that of Kyoto, one can find connections between nature and various elements of tea ceremony, traditional
poetry, Noh dance, traditional confectionery, and traditional cuisine. The actual tea ceremonies taking place in specialized rooms at
Koudoukan and other places use these connections with nature as an integral part. Although the products of biodiversity are used
in traditional culture as materials or resources, they often cannot be directly used and require an established system of activities to
provide management (e.g., through semi-domestication), processing, and distribution. In a way, biodiversity provides resources only
when cultural activities are involved. In this sense, cultural diversity contributes significantly to the value of biodiversity.

Cultural diversity therefore can provide a way to convey, in an easy-to-understand manner, the emotional value associated with
biodiversity that is attached to foods and other urban consumption goods. However, to be moved by nature in a culture such as that
described above, people need background experience. To not only conserve biodiversity but also maintain traditional culture, it is
necessary to plan regional strategies for providing children with opportunities to experience nature.

Emphasis on connections between traditional culture and nature can easily lead to rediscovery of local resources in various regions
and branding of these regions; however, it can also result in self-orientalism in an absence of consideration of neighboring regions. It
is important that academic researchers participate in the relevant discourse, and that natural history museums and universities act
as coordinators or producers.
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